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Press Note

A delegation of Haj Committee of India led by Choudhary Mehboob Ali Kaiser, M.P. and
Chairman, HCol visited Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in connection with arrangements for Haj from
Il = 13 March, 2017, The delegation included Mr. E. T. Mohammed Basheer, M.P. and
Member, HCol and Mr. Ataur Rahman, Chief Executive Officer, HCol. Mr. Inayat Husain
Qureshi and Mr. Mohd. Irfan Ahmed, Members of HCol who are presently deputed as part of the
Building Selection Committee (BSC) also joined the delegation. The delegation was
accompanied by Mr. Ahmed Javed, Ambassador to KSA. Mr. Md. Noor Rahman Sheikh. CGl.
Jeddah and Mr. Shahid Alam. Consul (Haj).

During the delegation’s visit in Makkah, negotiations were held with South Asian
Moassassa. the agency incharge of arrangements in Mashaer / Makkah, for new additional
services agreement for HCol pilgrims for next 4 Haj (2017-2020). The agreement includes fire
resistant tents in Arafat, Air cooler in Arafat, one breakfast + 2 hot meals during stay in Mina,
breakfast + lunch in Arafat, a packed dry meal for Muzdalifah etc. The Moassassa had proposed
increase in charges by SR400. However, after intense negotiations and discussion the delegation
was successful in reducing the additional amount by 50% restricting the increase to only SR200.

Discussions were also held with Nagaba Sayyarat, the agency in charge of Haji's
transport. and companies providing bus services for the movements between Jeddah — Makkah —
Madina. Efforts are continuing to ensure that 2016/2017 model buses are deployed for safe and
comfortable journey of Hajis on long routes for ensuing Haj.

In view of the increase in numbers of HCol pilgrims from | lac to 1.25 lac and reduced
availability of buildings in Green category due to reduced distance of |KM from outer periphery
of Haram Sharief, the number of buildings required in Azizia category has increased.
Accordingly it was decided in the meetings of HCol and Haj Review Meeting in Ministry that
areas similar to Azizia may be explored for comparable accommodation for Azizia category.
During the internal meeting of the delegation, it was decided that in addition to areas adjacent to
Azizia, the area known as Dwar Kudai may also be taken up for providing accommodation 1o the
Azizia category pilgrims.

The delegation also finalized the distribution of accommodation units for stay of pilgrims
in Madina to the housing groups. In response to the advertisement from the CGI, 9 housing
groups had submitted their proposals. In view of the constraints cited by two of the groups,
finally 7 housing groups were selected for providing accommodation to HCol pilgrims in
Madina. Some of the housing groups had quoted rate ranging from SR750 to SR1000 per
pilgrim.  However; the delegation was able to negotiate the price down to SR700. All the
pilgrims will be accommodated with in Markazia area during their stay in Madina.
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